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35TH ANNUAL CONFERENCE: JULY 4-8, 2018

Chicago, Illinois
Get ready to hit the windy city and 
experience the buzz of energy in the 
most-visited city in the Midwest!
Join us July 4-8, 2018 for our 35th Annual  Conference.   
We've got a program schedule that kids, 'tweens, teens, 
adults, and speech professionals are sure to enjoy, as well as 
tours and events that are fun for the whole family, special 
guests and keynote speakers, and even a few surprises up 
our sleeves. This is one conference you will not want to miss!

The NSA conference delivers moving, informational, 
and dynamic workshops, along with presentations, tours, 
events, and much more! It’s impossible to describe how 
powerful it is to spend four days with hundreds of people 
who get it, who understand what it is like to live with 
stuttering every day and still succeed; it’s something you 
have to experience for yourself. You are able to learn about 
stuttering from experts, explore your attitudes toward 
speaking, be entertained, and attend various workshops.  

First-time Conference Attendees

IS THIS YOUR FIRST CONFERENCE? 
We have a great line-up of programming for you and all first 
time attendees!

The NSA’s motto is if you stutter, you’re not alone, and you 
will feel the power of these words the moment you walk 
through the hotel doors. We know that attending your 
first conference can be both overwhelming and exciting. 
You may feel nervous and unsure what to do, but we have 
plenty of activities just for those who haven't attended our 
conferences before to help you get comfortable. By the 
end of day one you will feel that you have been attending 
for years.  Here's just a sneak peek at what we have in store...

WEDNESDAY JULY 4TH - 3:15 
FIRST-TIMER ORIENTATION 

• Meet other First Timers 
• Hear from veteran conference attendees who will 

share expectations, get tips for understanding the 
program guide, social events, and more
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THURSDAY JULY 5TH - 12:00 PM 
FIRST TIMERS LUNCHEON
The cost of the luncheon is included for all first-time attendees. 
Those wishing to attend must pre-register. 

The time you spend at the NSA Annual Conference can be 
life changing - for the better! You will have an opportunity to 
interact with others like you who share the same challenges and 
opportunities that go along with  stuttering. Ask anyone who 
has been to an NSA conference in the past and you will hear 
stories of realizations, facing fears, good times, tears, triumphs, 
acceptance, and the beginning of lifelong friendships.

What’s truly amazing about the conference is that you are able 
to be in one place with so many people who share a common 
bond. Everyone at the conference is there either because 
they stutter, they love someone who stutters, or they are 
interested in learning more about stuttering. Although only 1% 
of the population stutters, when you’re at the NSA conference, 
people who stutter are the majority. 

Our conferences are an accepting place where you can be 
completely open about your stuttering. Everyone at the 
conference accepts your stuttering and even better, gets 
it. Our conferences welcome not only people who stutter 
of all ages, but also speech-language pathologists, research 
specialists, and other leading experts in the field, along with 
the loved ones of people who stutter. Workshops throughout 
the conference will provide you with information, motivation, 
and also the latest in the field from top researchers. There is 
something for everyone. Stuttering brings us together, but the 
NSA keeps us together. 

Travel Information

FLYING TO CHICAGO
Fly into Midway (MDW) or O'Hare (ORD) airports

GETTING TO THE HOTEL (ALL ONE-WAY)
• Subway: Airport to hotel is $5 per person - 1 hour, drops 

off two blocks from hotel
• Uber/Lyft: Prices vary
• Shuttle: AirportExpress.com averages $18 per person

HOTEL INFORMATION 
Sheraton Grand Chicago Hotel 
301 East North Water Street, Chicago, Illinois 60611 
(312) 464-1000 

MAKE YOUR RESERVATIONS
This year’s conference hotel is the spectacular Sheraton Grand 
Chicago, located right in the heart of downtown. Given the 
premier downtown location, we are fortunate to have once 
again secured an amazing group rate of just $169 (+taxes/fees; 
when booked by June 1st)/night, especially considering that 
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this property boasts all of the amenities that you have come to expect from an NSA conference. A one night deposit is required at 
time of booking. Don't hesitate, rooms go quickly.

Book online at: http://tinyurl.com/NSAinCHI18

ROOMMATE INFORMATION
Rooms are limited in summer! If you plan on sharing a room, please request a double room at booking and give the names of all 
persons staying in the room. This will help decrease the likelihood of double booking.

If you need more assistance, check out our 35th Annual NSA Conference event on Facebook and get the word out that you’re 
looking for a roommate. Those seeking roommates will be able to connect, get to know one another, and make plans ahead of 
time rather than being assigned a roommate. This forum is meant to facilitate initial connections with other conference attendees 
seeking roommates; please remember never to share personal information in a public forum. Not on Facebook? Not a problem! 
Contact us at Info@WeStutter.org if you are unable to secure a roommate on your own and one will be assigned to you.

Scholarships Available
Thanks to the generosity of the Alvin Liben Fund and many of our supporters, we are pleased to offer financial assistance for 
people who stutter who would like to attend our Annual Conference.  To apply, please fill out our scholarship application online at 
WeStutter.org no later than June 1, 2018.

Registration & Check-in
Our registration fee includes conference materials, all workshops and general sessions, Conference Kickoff, and social events for 
families. It does not include local tours and excursions, or our Saturday Night Charity Banquet. Our most affordable early bird 
registration rates are available until April 15th, with prices adjusting at intervals until cost is finalized on May 20th. 

You will be able to check in and pick up your name tag and conference packet beginning on Wednesday, July 4th at 9AM.  Workshops 
begin at 1PM on Wednesday.

2018 NSA MASTERCLASS SERIES

Stuttering 201: Back to Basics
July 3rd –8:00AM to 4:00PM 
July 4th – 8:00AM to 12:30PM

How comfortable are you with stuttering treatment? Not very? You are not 
alone!  Stuttering has consistently been identified as one practice area for 
which speech professionals feel ill-equipped, and it's easy to understand why.  

• How can we measure progress in therapy, when the child isn't interested
in using their speech tools?

• How do we successfully encourage students to speak up in class?
• What should we say to parents who want their child to be fluent?
• What are the ultimate goals of stuttering therapy?

Our 2018 Masterclass is designed for those clinicians who may not feel as 
comfortable with stuttering treatments as they'd like. This comprehensive 
2-day seminar is designed to deepen clinicians' understanding of stuttering
as a full life experience, as well as to increase specific therapy skills. Topics
include updates on the current state of the field, exploration of new behavioral 
interventions, and counseling, and will culminate in a facilitated Q&A with
members of the NSA, including an open discussion about what people who
stutter want and need most from therapy.

DAY 1: 
TREATMENT BASICS

Dr. Scott Yaruss  
Preschool treatment: 

- Supporting families
- Working with kids directly

Dr. Kathy Scaler-Scott 
- Special populations including

cluttering/Autism

DAY 2: 
TREATING SPECIAL POPULATIONS

Dr. Courtney Byrd 
School-Age treatment: 

- Diagnosis: differentiating stuttered/
nonstuttered in multilingual children

- Goal of tx: effective communication
- Value of special programs, i.e. camps

Q/A Wrap Up 



NSA PROGRAMS & ACTIVITIES

2018 Annual Conference in Chicago 
promises a unique experience for every 
member of your family. 
Parents, kids, tweens, and teens who stutter, as well as their 
siblings, will have the chance to participate in workshops and 
activities which will greatly benefit them as they navigate 
through their journey with stuttering. 

FAMILY & YOUTH PROGRAMS
The NSA Conference offers a wide range of activities and 
workshops for kids, tweens, teens, their siblings, and parents. 
Many of our families cannot imagine a summer that doesn’t 
include attending the conference. Our programs help remind 
kids, tweens, teens and parents that they are not alone! Coming 
to an NSA conference will allow each member of your family 
to feel like a valued member of our nationwide stuttering 
community! These feelings and connections are not limited to 
one week in July, as many families find their support network 
lasting long after the conference has ended. 

Kids, tweens, teens who stutter, and their siblings, will learn 
from one another and explore their feelings about stuttering in 
a safe and fun environment. Parents will have the opportunity 
to connect and learn from other parents, adults who stutter 
and respected professionals in the field of stuttering. Everyone 
will have ample opportunities to mingle and socialize, often 
forming lasting friendships. 

We hope you will join us in Chicago, this July for four fun-filled 
days of support, education, empowerment, and friendship. 
We promise you an experience you will never forget and an 
event you will look forward to attending each year. We are also 
excited to offer fabulous tours and outings so you and your 
family can kick back, relax, and have some fun!

YOUNG ADULTS PROGRAM
The transition into young adulthood can be terrifying. We 
are faced with opportunities and challenges unlike anything 
we have had to navigate before. We are expected to steer 
ourselves through these fresh experiences while attempting to 
define who we are and who we want the world to see us as. In 
addition to all of this, we stutter. Having a stutter during this 
time may add an additional layer of anxiety and uncertainty. 
However, do not fret. There is a collective of people who 
truly understand what you are going through and are ready to 
bring forth endless support and advice: the NSA Young Adults 
Program. The program serves as a space for young adults who 
stutter to connect with, support, and challenge each other 
through specially designed workshops and dynamic social 
events throughout the span of the conference. Our dedicated 
welcome team, the Young Adults Committee, will ensure that 
you find the community and resources that you deserve so that 
you leave the conference with a fresh perspective on the way 
you speak. Come share your story, learn from your peers and 
form everlasting friendships. We look forward to meeting you!

MILITARY SUPPORT
Our NSA Military Support Network offers current and former 
military personnel the opportunity to talk to each other and to 
give and get advice and support about stuttering. 

The Network also allows members to share their military 
experiences and how stuttering may have impacted those 
experiences. 

NSA FIT!
Want to stay active and fit while in Chicago? Join us! Our NSA 
Fit! program will lead daily activities such as group walks/runs, 
bike ride, fitness classes, and other opportunities to stay active. 

CHAPTER LEADER EXPERIENCE
This interactive discussion for and by NSA Chapter Leaders and 
Regional Chapter Coordinators only will go over the ins and 
outs and ups and downs of running a local support chapter.
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ADULTS PROGRAM
We offer a wide variety of workshops for our adult population, 
most presented by people who stutter. All of our workshop 
presenters carefully apply for their spot, so the workshops are 
sure to be diverse and moving. Topics range from different 
approaches to stuttering to the latest stuttering research to 
disability rights to experiential outings. There is truly something 
for everyone – even creative movement & stuttering! 

It is almost impossible to describe how powerful it is to spend 
four days with hundreds of people who understand your 
experience of stuttering. You will meet people from all walks of 
life, from all corners of the country and world. Some will have 
years of experience in our community, and some are attending 
for the first time. There is a lot we can learn from each other 
and it is something you have to experience for yourself to 
believe!

SPEECH-LANGUAGE PATHOLOGISTS
Speech-Language Pathologists (SLPs) can earn up to 1.1 ASHA 
CEUs at the conference this year. A wide variety of session 
formats and experiences will be provided to help you expand 
and enhance how you work with people who stutter and their 
families.

Topics cover the latest research in stuttering, evidence-based 
treatment approaches, and self-help strategies from those 
who stutter. Highlights include panel discussions with covert 
stutterers, teens who stutter, round-table discussions with 
spouses and parents of those who stutter, and strategies for 
approaching everything from job interviews to dating.

Annual Awards
What would a conference be without the chance to publicly 
acknowledge the efforts of the members, volunteers, families, 
chapters, and SLPs who do so much for the NSA and for the 
stuttering community? Awards will be given throughout the 
conference, so be sure to attend and find out who wins.

Want to Help?

MAKE A CONFERENCE DONATION
Make a special donation to the NSA and earmark it to go toward 
something that is near and dear to your heart. Perhaps you 
want to put money toward a scholarship that will help someone 
attend the conference, or provide funding that will go toward 
supplies for a specific workshop. Either way, your contribution 
is always tax-deductible.

BECOME A CORPORATE SPONSOR
You can show your support by becoming a corporate sponsor 
and buying an ad in our conference program (remember, 
your donation is tax-deductible). Check out our Corporate 
Sponsorship link at westutter.org for specifics and prices.

Saturday Night Charity Banquet 

PRE-PAID EVENT (WRISTBAND REQUIRED)
Come together on the final evening of your NSA 
experience and join others as a community of friends, old 
and new. All ages are invited to eat, drink, and dance the 
night away as the DJ spins the turntable until the clock 
strikes midnight. Dress is cocktail attire, but please wear 
whatever is most comfortable for the floor! 

NEW IN 2018! Attendees will have the opportunity to 
attend both the dinner and dance portions of the evening 
(as in the past), or purchase a ticket to attend the dance 
portion only.  The appropriately colored wristband will be 
required for the entirety of this event.

All dinners include a salad, rolls, and choice of dessert: 
raspberry mousse tulip or dark chocolate pavé. 

Adult Banquet Selections:

1. Chicken Vesuvio, roasted potatoes, squash, oregano,
white wine garlic sauce

2. Roasted Tilapia Filet, quinoa, tomatillo salsa
3. Sweet Corn & Polenta Ravioli  (Vegan)

Children's Meal:

4. Chicken Nuggets, ambrosia salad, tater tots,
custard pudding

Kosher & Gluten Free options available upon request

$37 Dinner & Dance Bundle 
$20 Dance only (after 8:30PM)
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NSA BOWLING NIGHT - IT'S HOW WE ROLL
Assume your stance and ‘aim for the beak’ as we hit the lanes 
for an evening of fun! Grab your friends and family, rack up the 
pins, and bowl a few frames with the NSA. Don’t get penalized 
with a foul, though, sign up now as tickets will NOT be sold 
onsite.

Price: $44/person (includes bowling, drinks/appetizers/
desert) from 7PM - 9PM

NSA LAUGHS
Join us for two hours of off-the-chart humor as we feature 
some of the most hilarious stand-up comics from within the 
NSA. From professional to amateur, they'll all be on hand to 
make sure you’re rolling in the aisles with laughter! 

Price: $10/person from 9PM-11PM

NSA'S GOT TALENT! JUNIOR
Join us for the return of our heart touching and moving event, 
NSA’s Got Talent! Jr.  Witness our kids pouring heart and soul 
into their acts, with a shot at performing in the main NSA’s 
Got Talent event on Friday evening.  Is your child interested 
in participating? Submit a brief (3-5 minutes) audition clip to 
NSAsGotTalent@gmail.com

Price: Free to attend from 3PM-5PM

Friday, July 6th

CHICAGO CUBS (2016 WORLD SERIES CHAMPIONS)| 
VS. CINCINNATI REDS
40 tickets available in section 512 

Price: $71/ticket at 1:20PM

NSA'S GOT TALENT!
After tremendous success, NSA’s Got Talent returns in 2018 
bigger and better than ever. The best and the brightest in 
our NSA will perform a variety of talents and skills for your 
enjoyment, and you will decide the outcome!  Interested in 
participating? Submit a brief (3-5 minutes) audition clip to 
NSAsGotTalent@gmail.com.

Price: $15/person to attend from 7PM-9PM

TOURS & EXCURSIONS

Tours are available on a first come-first served basis, there will 
be no on-site tour sales, and space is limited, so be sure to book 
yours early.

Wednesday, July 4th

CHICAGO CUBS (2016 WORLD SERIES CHAMPIONS) 
VS. DETROIT TIGERS
The Chicago Cubs are one of the city’s two Major League 
Baseball teams. The team’s home stadium, Wrigley Field, 
was built in 1914 and is located in the Central Lakeview 
neighborhood of Chicago’s north side. Wrigley Field is one of 
the top ten major league baseball fields in the U.S.

Amazing seats in Field Box, outfield, section 142.

Price: $165/ticket at 1:20PM, 10 tickets available

CHICAGO'S FIRST LADY ARCHITECTURAL TOUR
Join us aboard Chicago's First Lady Cruises as we glide 
smoothly along all three branches of the Chicago River. You’ll 
find out how Chicago grew from a small settlement into one of 
the world’s largest cities in less than 100 years. In 90 minutes, 
get the real story on Chicago architecture and its history.

Price: $48/person from 5PM - 7PM

Thursday, July 5th

B-I-N-G-O!
NSA 5th Annual BINGO Blow out! Conference attendees of all 
ages (parents must accompany children ages 12 and younger)
are invited to join new friends and conference veterans for fun, 
food, and a few rounds of bingo...but this isn't your grandma's
bingo!  Enjoy jokes and trivia while testing your luck, and you
just might take home one of the many fun prizes we will have
on hand.  Exciting prizes will be offered every round.

Price: $15 per person. Initial buy-in includes three bingo cards 
for each of the 10 games played, an NSA highlighter to use to 
mark your cards, and refreshments/snacks. 7PM - 8PM

CHICAGO DOUBLE DECKER
Enjoy a double-decker tour led by the most knowledgeable and 
entertaining drivers around. From Sears Tower to the Water 
Tower, from River North to Chicago's Museum Campus, from 
State Street to Navy Pier, this tour is all you need to discover 
the Windy City, past and present.

Price: $19.50/person from 6PM - 9PM



ADDITIONAL FAMILY MEMBERS ATTENDING:
Name Relationship       Age         PWS
Name Relationship       Age         PWS
Name Relationship       Age         PWS
Name Relationship       Age         PWS
Name Relationship       Age         PWS

Name
Address
City, State Zip
Telephone E-mail
ASHA Account No.

REGISTRATION DESIGNATIONS
ADULTS:
Adults who stutter, their adult family 
members and friends

FAMILY:
Up to two adults (18+) and two children 
(under 18)
Additional children $49 each

SPEECH-LANGUAGE PATHOLOGISTS:
SLPs requiring continuing education units

REGISTRATION FORM

National Stuttering Association Presents
MASTERCLASS SERIES & 35TH ANNUAL NSA CONFERENCE

Masterlass: July 3-4 & Conference: July 4-8

Single Adult

Family - Up to two adults and two kids

Single Adult - One Day

Chapter Leader/RCC/Students/Spouse

Speech-Language Pathologists (up to 1.1 CEUs)

$169

$255

$229

$189

$275

$249

$139 $159

REGISTRATION FEES BEFORE 4/15 AFTER 4/15 

$209

$295

$269

$179

AFTER 5/20

$69 $89 $109

$149 $169

$328 $368

CHECK ALL THAT APPLY TO YOU
      Person Who Stutters (PWS)  International Attendee
      First Time Conference Attendee1  Under 18 years old - Age
      Speech-Language Pathologist  Students: Graduate/College
      Regional Chapter Coordinator  Young Adult (20-29) - Age
      Chapter Leader  Number of Conferences Attended

FOUR WAYS TO REGISTER

800.937.8888 / 212.944.8244
PHONE/FAX:

MAIL:
National Stuttering Association
119 W. 40th Street, 14th Floor
New York, NY 10018

ONLINE:
WeStutter.org / @WeStutter

E-MAIL:
info@WeStutter.org

CANCELLATIONS & REFUNDS
Should your circumstances change and 
you find yourself unable to attend, please
contact us immediately. Cancellations 
received on/before May 31, 2018 will 
result in full refund minus a cancellation 
fee of $100.00 to cover our costs 
incurred related to your registration. 
Cancellations received on/after June 1, 
2018 are ineligible for a refund of any 
amount. 

Masterclass Series & Annual Conference
REGISTER FOR BOTH & SAVE!

Masterclass Series2 (up to 1.0 CEUs)

1Box Lunch included in First Timer registration
2Continental breakfast and afternoon break included



Wednesday: Cubs vs Tigers #      x $165 each = $
Wednesday: Chicago’s First Lady #      x $48/person = $
Thursday: NSA Laughs! #      x $10 each  = $
Thursday: BINGO #      x $15/person = $
Thursday: Double Decker Bus #      x $19.50/person= $
Thursday: Bowling #      x $44/person = $
Friday: Cubs vs Reds #      x $71 each = $
Friday: NSA’s Got Talent!  #      x $15/person = $

SATURDAY NIGHT CHARITY BANQUET
All dinners include salad, rolls, main entree, and dessert. (description pg 7)
Chicken Vesuvio  #      x $37 each = $
Roasted Tilapia  #      x $37 each = $
Sweet Corn & Polenta Ravioli #      x $37 each = $
Chicken Nuggets (kids meal) #      x $23 each = $
Gluten Free Meal #      x $37 each = $
Kosher Meal  #      x $37 each = $
Dance Only (after 8:30)  #      x $20 each = $

PAYMENT METHOD

      Check enclosed: Make payable to NSA
      Master Card   Visa  American Express

Card No. Exp. Date

Name on Card

Signature

REGISTRATION FORM (cont.)

FIRST-TIMER LUNCHEON (THURSDAY)
Cost included for first time attendees only, and includes boxed lunch of sandwich, 
chips, fruit, and drink.  Attendees must pre-register by making a selection below. 
Non-first time attendees can purchase a boxed lunch for $10 each.
Vegetarian Grilled Wrap #      x $10 each = $
Roast Beef #      x $10 each = $
Smoked Turkey  #      x $10 each = $

EXCURSIONS: NON-REFUNDABLE

Sub Total = $
Other Donations = $

First Timer 5% Discount = -$
FINAL TOTAL = $

HIGHLIGHTS
Get ready for our 35th Annual 
Conference, held July 4-8, 2018 with 
our Masterclass Series preceding the 
conference on July 3-4, 2018. Join us 
for an exciting lineup of symposium 
presenters and conference workshops 
and events.

HOTEL ACCOMMODATIONS
Sheraton Grand Hotel
301 East North Water Street, Chicago, IL
(312) 464-1000

Discounted group rate is $169/night 
(+tax) when booked by June 1st

TRAVEL INFORMATION
Fly into Midway (MDW) or O'Hare 
(ORD) airports

Subway
Airport to hotel is $5 per person -
1 hour, drops o¤ two blocks from hotel

Uber/Lyft
Prices vary

Shuttle
AirportExpress.com averages
$18 per person





ANNUAL CONFERENCE

#NSAINCHI18 JULY 4-8

National Stuttering Association 
119 West 40th Street, 14th Floor 
New York, New York 10018

Nonprofit
Organization
U.S. Postage

PAID
Richmond, VA
Permit #2367


